MACOMB PARK DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING JUNE 16, 2026

MINUTES

1. Call to Order at 6:00 PM 
2. Roll Call: Commissioners Armstrong, Clem, Hemingway, & Weiss were present. 
Staff present: Blake Severs
Others: Emily Sutton (Attorney) 
3. Approval of the Agenda – Commissioner Weiss moved for approval. Commissioner Clem seconded the motion. Motion carried (4 - 0).
4. Approval of the Minutes - Commissioner Clem moved to approve the minutes from the May meeting. Commissioner Hemingway seconded the motion. Motion carried (4 - 0).
5. Approval of the bills and transfers, and monthly financial statements – Treasurer’s report was presented. Treasurer Weiss reported May PPRT check for $21,963.30 on May 12th. Commissioner Hemingway moved to approve the bills, transfers, and monthly financial statements. Commissioner Clem seconded the motion. Motion carried by roll call vote (4 - 0).
6. Election of Officers – Commissioner Hemingway motioned to open nominations for President. Commissioner Weiss nominated Commissioner Armstrong for president. Hemingway seconded. Armstrong accepted the nomination. No further nominations. Commissioner Clem moved to close the nominations for president. Commissioner Weiss seconded. Passed on a roll call vote (4 – 0). President Armstrong entertained a motion to nominate a vice president. Commissioner Clem motioned to open nominations for vice president. Commissioner Weiss nominated Commissioner Selders for vice president. Commissioner Hemingway seconded. Selders accepted the vote through a previous conversation she had with President Armstrong. No other nominations. Commissioner Clem motioned to close the nominations for vice president. Commissioner Hemingway seconded. Vote passed on roll call vote (4-0). Commissioner Clem made a motion to open the nominations for treasure. Commissioner Hemingway nominated Commissioner Weiss for Treasurer. President Armstrong seconded. Commissioner Weiss accepted the nominations. Commissioner Clem made a motion to close the nominations. Commissioner Hemingway seconded. Motion passed on a roll call vote. (4-0). Commissioner Hemingway made a motion to open the nominations for Assistant Treasure. Commissioner Hemingway nominated Commissioner Clem for Assistant Treasurer. Weiss seconded. Commissioner Clem accepted the nominations. Commissioner Hemingway motioned to close the nominations. Commissioner Weiss Seconded Motion passed on a roll call vote. (4-0). 
7. Public Comment – No public comment.
8. President's report – President Armstong reported the community input that helps guide the district’s actions. President Armstrong reported the recent weather issues throughout the county and the district’s work to alleviate the issues that have presented due to weather. Armstrong spoke highly of Ray Peterson after his passing and his impact on the Macomb Park District and the Macomb community. Commissioner Hemingway gave his remarks about the condition of the Macomb Park District Office building and the need for a new location.
9. Executive Director’s report – Executive Director Severs reported that summer recreation programming is progressing well across the Park District, Lakeview Nature Center, and MCSRA, with strong participation in classes, camps, and special events. Youth baseball and softball seasons are nearing completion, and positive collaboration continues with both organizations. The rescheduled Movie in the Parks event and a Little League travel tournament at Veterans Park were both well attended. Office residing has begun, and staff responded to recent water damage at the administrative office. The office will be closed in observance of Juneteenth. Executive Director Severs also announced that the Park District was recognized as an IPRF Best in Class Runner-up for its commitment to workplace safety.
10. Discussion of Valencia Pettigrew Plaque unveiling on July 3rd, 2026 – President Armstrong reported corresponding with Valencia’s husband to unveil the Plaque at Patton Park in honor of Valencia Pettigrew. President Armstrong moved to unveil the Valencia Pettigrew Plaque at Patton Park on July 3rd, 2026 at 11 AM. Commissioner Hemingway motioned to the schedule set. Commissioner Weiss seconded. Motion carried (4-0)
11. Discussion and possible action on Memorial Donation Policy – Executive Director Severs brought a policy to the board concerning the memorial donations and requests from the community. Commissioner Hemingway reported an existing policy is already in place. Commissioner Hemingway suggested looking further into this policy as to better reflect rules and regulations that would best serve the Macomb Community and the district. Executive Director Severs stated he would revisit the policy to better fulfil the pertinent questions brought up by the board. 
12. Discussion of the Easement Request of Derry Park, closed session possible – President Armstrong entertained a motion to go into close session to discuss the easement request of Derry Park. Commissioner Weiss made a motion to go into closed session. Clem second. Roll call vote (4-0). President Armstrong reported the board is moving back into open session at 7:22 pm. President Armstrong noted the board went into close session to discuss the easement request of Derry Park and that no action was taken during the closed session.
13. Discussion and possible action on Resolution 26-2: Naming Lakeview Center to Honor the Memory of Former Executive Director Ray Peterson – Commissioner Hemingway reported and read Resolution 26-2: Naming Lakeview Center to Honor the Memory of Former Executive Director Ray Peterson. Commissioner Hemingway noted Ray Peterson’s actions and reasons related to his service at the Macomb Park District. President Armstrong entertained the motion to. Commissioner Clem made a motion to rename the Lakeview Nature Center to the Ray Peterson Nature Center. Commissioner Weiss seconded. Motion passed on a roll call vote. (4-0)
14. Open Commissioner presentation and discussion of future agenda items – No further discussion by commissioners.
Commissioner Hemingway moved to adjourn. Commissioner Clem seconded. Motion carried (4 - 0). Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Blake Severs
Executive Director / Board Secretary
Macomb Park District
