MACOMB PARK DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 1/21/2026

MINUTES
Commissioners present: Neil Armstrong, Molly Selders, Cory Clem, John Hemingway & Phil Weiss
Staff: Blake Severs
Attorney: None
Media and others: None

1. Meeting Open at 6:00 PM 
2. Approval of Agenda - Commissioner Heminway moved for approval. Commissioner Clem seconded the motion. The motion passed (5-ayes, 0 – nays)
3. Consideration of and action on the minutes - Commissioner Weiss moved to approve the minutes from the December meeting. Commissioner Hemingway seconded the motion. The motion passed (5 - ayes, 0 - nays).
4. Consideration and action on the bills and transfers, and monthly financial statements - Treasurer Weiss gave a summary of the financial statements for the month of December. Treasurer Weiss reported the district received 100% property tax distribution on December 11th in the amount of $132,913.90 plus $2,351.17 in interest check. Commissioner Weiss reported that the district received a PPRT check for $14,133.66 on December 9th. Commissioner Selders moved to approve the approval of bills, transfers, and monthly financial statements. Commissioner Clem seconded the motion. The motion passed on a roll call vote (5 -ayes, 0 - nays)
5. Open public presentation to Commissioners – No public presentations
6. President's report – Armstrong reported that 5 of the Macomb Park District staff and commissioners will be in Chicago on January 29th – February 1st for the IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights Conference. Armstrong reported the positive impact it has in the district. Armstrong gave his praise to the district staff for their outstanding work on the budget for December.
7. Executive Director report – Secretary Severs reported Puzzle Wars will be held on February 21, featuring teams of two to four people competing to complete a 500-piece puzzle within two hours, with the event expanding from 20 to 30 teams this year and prizes awarded to the fastest team. A new monthly “Get Hooked” Crochet for Beginners class, taught by Michelle Narvaez, recently launched and will continue one Wednesday each month, with the next session scheduled for February 11, offering participants a relaxing introduction to crochet. MCSRA programming includes a WIU basketball game on January 10, a Movie Night at the Rialto on January 23, a Valentine’s Party, and a Family Trivia Night on February 22 from 5–7 p.m. at Washington Street Gym, along with ongoing Life Skills and Bowling Buddies activities throughout January and February. The ceramics program is offering open studio times on Tuesday and Saturday mornings. Lakeview programs include Noticing Nature on January 23 for ages 0–12, Nature Makers on January 24 for ages 16 and older, and First Friday on February 6 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. All events and registration details can be found on the Macomb Park District website. The district is currently in budget and appropriation season, and the next board meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 18, due to the President’s Day holiday. 
8. Consideration and action on election of OMA and FOIA officers – Armstrong and Severs reported the election of the Open Meetings Act and Freedom of Information Act for the district in 2026. Commissioner Hemingway made a motion to nominate Chris Frankhauser as the FOIA Officer and Blake Severs as the alternate. Commissioner Weiss seconded the motion. The motion passed on a roll call vote (5 – ayes, 0 – nays). Commissioner Weiss made a motion to nominate Blake Severs as the OMA Officer and Chris Frankhauser as the alternate. Commissioner Clem seconded the motion. The motion passed on a roll call vote (5 – ayes, 0 – nays).
9. Consideration and possible action on Updated Employee Handbook – Secretary Severs reported a restructuring of the organizational chart in the handbook to better represent Natalie Shelly’s full-time status and position as Superintendent of Ceramics and Environmental Education. The board did not see a need for a motion to pass the update to the handbook and thanked Severs for his transparency. 
10. Open Commissioner presentation and discussion of future agenda items – Armstrong reported he will not be available for the March meeting. Selders, Weiss and Hemingway also said they will not be able to make the March meeting. The issue will be addressed in the February meeting. Hemingway noted getting comments from users of the dog park about possible upkeep and maintenance issues. Severs reported to let the concerned party to contact him at his email or office number on the park district website.
Meeting adjourned at 6:27 pm on motion from Commissioner Hemingway, seconded by Commissioner Selders.
Respectfully submitted,
Blake Severs, Executive Director
Macomb Park District
