MACOMB PARK DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 09/16/2025

MINUTES
Commissioners present: Neil Armstrong, Molly Selders, John Hemingway & Phil Weiss
Staff: Blake Severs
Attorney: Emily Sutton
Media and others: 10

1. 6:00 PM – President Armstong declared the meeting open. 
2. Approval of the Agenda – Commissioner Selders moved for approval. Commissioner Hemingway seconded the motion. The motion passed (4-ayes, 0 nays)
3. Consideration of and action on the minutes – Commissioner Hemingway moved to approve the minutes from the August meeting. Commissioner Selders seconded the motion. The motion passed (4 ayes, 0 nays).
4. Consideration of bills, transfers and monthly financial statements – Treasurer Weiss gave a summary of the financial statements for the month of August. Treasurer Weiss reported the district received a PPRT check for $2,961.00 on August 11th. Treasure Weiss reported the district received 62% property tax distribution today in the amount of $236,586.04. Commissioner Selders moved to approve the approval of bills, transfers, and monthly financial statements. Commissioner Hemingway seconded the motion. The motion passed on a roll call vote (4-ayes, 0 nays)
5. Consideration of Resolution 25-2: Naming Patton Park Basketball Courts to Honor the Memory of Former Commissioner Valencia Pettigrew – Commissioner Heminway reported Resolution 25-2 to honor Former Commissioner Valencia Pettigrew. The motion passed on a roll call vote (4-ayes, 0-nays)
6. Open public presentation to Commissioners - None
7. President's report – President Armstrong deferred his report to the Executive Director.
8. Executive Director report - The Executive Director reported several staffing updates, including the hiring of Allie Foster as the new MCSRA Program Supervisor. Interviews for the Superintendent of Support Services position are scheduled for the 22nd, while the Marketing Specialist role remains open. The Director has continued weekly meetings with Rachel to support the completion of the Patton Park Project and has met with Ray Peterson, former Executive Director of the Macomb Park District, to gain insight from his experience. A meeting was also held with Kevin from Bernardi Securities to discuss municipal bonds planned for next year. A public hearing for General Obligation Park Bonds will be held in October, with the bond ordinance presentation scheduled for November, during which Kevin will be present. Staff accomplishments were highlighted throughout the report. Natalie Shelly continues to lead ceramics programming and Lakeview outreach, recently hosting the First Friday event and preparing two new workshops. She is also developing a new project involving nature-impressed ceramic clocks. Michelle Narvaez has been excelling in her dual responsibilities as Superintendent of Events and interim Marketing Specialist. She recently led a well-attended Movies in the Park event and is preparing for the season’s final showing of Wicked on September 19, as well as the upcoming Touch a Truck event in October. Allie Foster is transitioning effectively into her new role, working closely with colleagues to support MCSRA programs. Jeff Hoyt and his team have completed all installations for the Patton Park Project ahead of schedule, demonstrating dedication and excellence. Chris Frankhauser and Julie Flynn have provided vital support during the leadership transition, contributing significantly to operational stability. Joe Butcher and the Ball Fore team have maintained and improved the golf course, resulting in increased participation. Ball Fore partnered with Western Illinois University to offer student promotions in August, hosted a successful Dollar Day on September 6, and launched Glow Golf events this month. The season will conclude on October 3. The Executive Director expressed heartfelt thanks to the entire staff for their dedication and support during this transitional period, as well as appreciation to the Macomb community for their ongoing encouragement and engagement.

9. Open Commissioner presentation and discussion of future agenda items – Commission Hemingway reported he will be absent from the next board meeting due to prior engagements.

Meeting adjourned on motion from Commissioner Weiss, seconded by Commissioner Weiss. 
Respectfully submitted,
Blake Severs, Executive Director
Macomb Park District
